Xiao Hui Wang

A Short Biography

Xiao Hui Wang is an artist-photographer who also works as a writer and a film director. 

In 1983 she received a Bachelor’s degree in Architecture and in 1986 a Master’s degree in Interior Design and Communication Science from the Tongji University in Shanghai. In 1986 she was awarded a fellowship from Germany. Since then she lives in both Munich and Shanghai. 

Xiao Hui Wang’s photography and films have received international recognition. Her work was presented in numerous exhibitions held in international museums and galleries. Additionally she published 30 books mainly illustrated book with well-known publishers such as S. Fischer, Edition Braus and Prestel. 

Her autobiographical book “My Visual Diary – 15 Years in Germany”, won important Chinese Book Prizes such as the “Shanghai Excellent Book Award”, the National Award for Literature (Bingxin National Literature Award) and the National Female Literature Award. This Book will be published in autumn 2006 by the German publishing house Hoffmann und Campe.

Since 2001 she has been lecturing at Nankai University and currently she is a professor at Tongji University in Shanghai. Here she founded in 2003 the institute “Xiao Hui Wang Art Workshop" and in 2006 the “International Media Art Center“. For the 2010 Shanghai World Expo she is responsible for the conception of one of three Chinese pavilions: the world culture museum.

At the same time she is the art director of “German City” in Shanghai. Xiao Hui Wang has initiated several influential cultural exchange programs between China and numerous western countries. In 2005 she was organizing with BASF the first Creative Photography Competition in China, following by diverse workshops and exhibitions.

In 2005 she was recently appointed as an honorary member of the BFF (German Association of Freelance Photographers), and was named as one of the 25 “most influential women” in Asia by the Chinese and Singapore National Women’s Association and leading women’s Magazines. In September 2006 the Hongkong magazine “Feng Huang Life” nominated her for one of the 50 Chinese people who will influence the world of tomorrow.
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